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''AFTER THEIR OWN KIND ..

Can

anyone find any more
amazing life cycle than that of the
butterfly? What a wonderful life story
as it begins with the tiny egg deposited
upon the branch and hatches in a
wonnlike grub! It then matures into a
caterpillar with an enormous
appetite, until it becomes too big for
its skin. At last, it spins a case around
itself and goes to sleep, only to one
day split that case open and come
into the air as a floating flower, that
most beautiful of all creatures-the
multicolored butterfly.
Surely, there are many cycles of life
that would interest and thrill all of us.
Yet, one of the most fascinating is
comparatively new. I speak of that
process of education where the
student is trained in the Christian
school at the elementary and
secondary levels. He then attends a
Christian college such as Cedarville.
After graduation, he returns to a
Christian school as a certified and
qualified teacher. He is now
dedicated to reproducing himself in
the lives of other young people. The
cycle goes on!
This issue of Torch is devoted to
Christian education-truly a modem

phenomenon.
Twenty-five percent of our present
freshman class graduated from
Christian high schools. Obviously, the
Christian school boom is having its
impact on the Christian college.
But that is only one phase of the
cycle. One of our largest areas of
study at Cedarville has historically
been teacher education. This is again
true in 1978. In the last ten years, over
1,000 of our graduates have been
certified by the state of Ohio to teach.
A remarkable statistic!
To complete this cycle, requests
come to us every week for these
graduates; over 1,000 such requests
were received last year. As a result,
98% of those who graduated from
our teacher education program last
year and who desired to go into
teaching are now ministering in
Christian schools across America.
The butterfly matures into that
beautiful creature God intended it to
be. In like manner Cedarville
College's goal is that every young
person fulfill the purpose of his Lord.
We rejoice in this vital responsibility
committed to us. Truly, we are
leading the way in Christian
education.

,,
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R Forqotten l;ssential
R. William Wheeler

My

nine year old daughter is a
great connoisseur of fine foods. A few
weeks ago we were entertaining some
friends after church and the menu
consisted of hamburgers, chips and
soft drinks. I happened to spot our
little lover of food as she was
preparing her sandwich. She piled
the trimmings high-pickles, catsup,
mustard, onions, lettuce, tomato.
Toward the end of the meal our
conversation was interrupted with a
loud, "Oh no, I ate my whole
sandwich and forgot the hamburger!"
As I was reflecting on this
humorous event, I realized that the
missing hamburger was a picture of
many Christian families that have

spent time, money and energy on the
trimmings of their child's training but
have forgotten to include the key
ingredient.
When we evaluate the total picture
of a child's maturing experience, we
see his education as one of the
essential ingredients. As Christian
parents, we must ask ourselves how
God views this key area. Who is
responsible to educate? What is the
purpose of education? What is the
content of education and how is it
transmitted? Where does the
Christian school fit in?

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
TO EDUCATE?
God's educational goals were
given to the home and family in
Deuteronomy 4 and 6 long before the
church or the school were ever
introduced. The home is God's first
and primary educational institution
and in Genesis 1 and 2 God's best
teachers were created-mom and

dad.
The educational responsibility is
clearly assigned in Deuteronomy 4:
5-9 where Moses shares with the
families of Israel God's plan: "Keep
therefore, and do them [statutes and
judgments]; for this is your wisdom
and your understanding ... but teach
them to thy sons, and thy sons' sons."
Again in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 20, 21
Jehovah provides some further
amplification for family centered
education. The Lord shows that the
family is the greatest living laboratory
and classroom for learning to take
place: "And thou shalt teach them
[these words] diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house [meals and
relaxed times], and when thou
walkest by the way [daily chores and
activities], and when thou liest down
[bedtime], and when thou risest up
[morning] . . .. And when thy son
asketh thee in time to come, saying,
What mean the testimonies, and the
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statutes, and the judgments, which
the Lord our God hath commanded
you? Then thou shalt say unto thy son
"
God further gives us a formula for
transmitting truth from one
generation to another in Isaiah 38:18:
"The father to the children shall make
known thy truth." With this basic
information, the Lord gave to Israel a
personally designed framework for
educating children God's way.

WHAT JS THE PURPOSE
OF EDUCATION?
Isaiah gave us the purpose of
education in Isaiah 38:19-"to make
known thy truth." But what is truth?
We find the answer in John 14:6
where Jesus declares that He,
Himself is truth. Scripture further
defines truth in Colossians 2:3 where
it states, "In Christ are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge."
The purpose of education, then, is
to teach truth, the truth-Jesus Christ
in whom is hidden God's wisdom and
God's knowledge. This gives us a
clear direction for the content in
God's educational process. If we are
to educate God's way we must be
involved in teaching God's wisdom
and God's knowledge (Deut. 4:6;
Prov. 4:7) . Wisdom can be defined as
knowing and thinking God's
thoughts. Understanding is the ability
to respond to life as Christ would
respond-Christ-like action. The
purpose and content of education,
therefore, is to make known wisdom
(God's thoughts) and to inculcate
understanding (God's ways).
The process of education is
complicated because man's natural

""I
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thoughts and man's natural
responses to life situations are just the
opposite from God's thoughts and
God's responses (Isaiah 55:8). This
helps us to understand the
tremendous responsibility that is
given to the family in training a child's
natural, rebellious thoughts to think
God's thoughts. This can only be
done through studying and
memorizing God's Word, for the
Word is an understandable revelation
of God's wisdom. The family must
also train a child to turn from his
natural rebellious responses to life to
responding to life in a Christ-like way.
This is done through obedience to
God's commands and in patterning a
life around the character qualities of
Jesus Christ.

HOW DO WE TRANSMIT
TRUTH?
The Christian family often tries to
take short cuts in this educational
process. Many parents will try to
adopt or parrot the standards and
convictions of another Christian
family. Some parents feel if they send
their children to church and a
Christian school, their job is
complete. Othedamilies will either
thoughtlessly follow or react to the
patterns set forth in their childhood by
their own parents. It is also easy to let
the contemporary Christian
community dictate our convictions
and standards. Often we will turn to
professional advice and counsel both
secular and sacred. Many of these
ingredients end up being the
trimmings of the bun. Our
responsibility is to build a life based
directly on the standards of the Word

of God.
God has given us three key steps to
follow in transmitting His truth. They
can be found in Proverbs 22:6: "Train
up a child in the way he should
go . .. he will not depart from it."
Step 1- Family Priorities
The word "train" could be
translated "to dedicate" which speaks
to the issue of ownership and
priorities. What is important in your
life? If you were to honestly list your
priorities, what would be included
and in what order? If we were to fulfill
God's requirements for educating a
child, we must follow God's priority
list. Such a list of priorities can be
found in Ephesians 5 and 6, where
the list develops from most to least
important: first, God (5:18-20);
second, Mate (5:21-33) ; third,
Children (6:1-4); fourth , Vocation
(6:5-9) ; and fifth , Service (6:10-18).
Are your children in their proper
place of priority? Do they know that
they are first in your life, after the Lord
and your mate? God is looking for
parents who are willing to dedicate
themselves to making their mates and
children the most important human
priorities in their lives.
Step 2-Family Values
The word "train" could also be
translated "to educate or train as one
is trained in a catechism class." This
speaks of educating by precept and
by example. The key to training God's
way not only includes priorities but it
also includes personal values. There
are two value systems in our world:
temporal and eternal. Everything that
will not last for eternity is temporal, or
bounded by time. Only two things will
last for eternity, God's Word and
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people. An investment in anything
other than God's Word and people
will be destroyed in time. They are
trimmings and not the main
ingredient.
Have you checked your
investments lately? The average
Christian family places high value on
the physical: medical care, food,
shelter, clothing, comforts. We value
our social lives: toys, games, T.V.,
sports, recreation, concerts. We
highly value stimulating our mental
capacities: literature, education,
encyclopedias, periodicals. These are
certainly the many good things God
has given us to enjoy, the trimmings
of life. But will they last?
Mark 8:36, 37 asks, "For what shall
it profit a man if he gain the whole
[temporal] world and lose his own
[eternal] soul? Or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?" The
answer is obvious, he has gained
nothing and lost everything. In light of
this we can see that if we are to train
our children God's way, we need to
place the primary emphasis on a
child's eternal spirit, that is, the part of
a person that is spiritually dead until
born again. It is through the spirit that
we respond to God and obey His
Word. What are you doing to develop
and train your child's eternal spirit
around God's thoughts and God's
ways? This must be our first
educational goal.
Step 3-Family Character
The third inherent concept in the
word "train" is "to create a hunger or
thirst o·r an appetite." Family
character builds family appetite.
Character is what you are in secret,
not necessarily what you say or do in
public. A person's values and
priorities are empty and meaningless
if they are not supported by character.
Character is the glue that gives
priorities and values strength,
purpose and stability.
Character is best taught and
caught in the classroom of the home.
Character can either be negative or
positive. So it is that parents by their
own character either embalm or
excite their children's appetite for the

things of God. The appetites of a
parent will generally determine the
appetites of the children. What kind
of appetites are being created in your
home? Are you developing a hunger
for sports, materialism, sensuality,
intellectualism, or a hunger for God's
thoughts and God's ways?
God is looking for parents who will
commit themselves to making their
homes a place where children will be
exposed to God's very best-to His
ideal. Anything that would dilute
God's best or poison our children's
spiritual appetites should be
eliminated.

WHERE DOES THE
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
FIT IN?
The home is God's primary
educational agency. Therefore, the
Christian school must be a servant to
the family, an extension of the home,
an arm of the parent. The Christian
school is the only educational vehicle
that can consistently fulfill the Biblical
command to develop a child's spirit
around God's thoughts and God's
ways. The government school is
handicapped in training the total
child. Government education can
train a mind and a body, but by law
cannot touch a child's spirit God's
way. Therefore, it is impossible for the
government school to educate the
total child around God's priorities,
values and character.
The Christian schoo_l is the only
educational institution that can
adequately teach and support the
Biblical pattern of "line upon line,
precept upon precept." It is the only
institution where God's Word
becomes the ultimate standard of
truth, the sole source of wisdom and
understanding and the sieve through
which all other knowledge is filtered .
The Christian school is the only
consistent educational institution that
can adequately support the Christian
family in their educational
responsibility of building a child's
spirit around the character of Christ,
building a child's mind around the
thoughts of Christ bnd building a
\_

child's body around the ways and
responses of Christ.
I have often heard the argument
that children must be exposed to the
world and its system to understand
a nd relate to real life. I believe it is
worthy to note that the one person
who understood and related to the
world more perfectly than anyone
else was Jesus Christ. If the Christian
home and the servant of that home,
the Christian school, are motivated to
teach Christ's thoughts and Christ's
ways through a curriculum centered
around obedience to God and
Christ's own character qualities, what
better preparation and training can be
given to prepare a child to relate
maturely to the world around him?
Take a good look at your family.
Have you added all the trimmings to
your sandwich but forgotten the most
essential ingredient: a Christian home
supported by a Christian school,
building Christian students around
the person of Jesus Christ? Don't eat
your sandwich with all the good
things and forget the hamburger.

Reu. Wh eeler is pastor of
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Xenia,
Ohio
Pastor Wh eeler is also Chairman of the
Board of Education of the Xenia
Christian Day S chool.
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BEST CHAPEL MESSAGES-DIRECT TO YOU
ON CASSEITE TAPE RECORDINGS
We want to share the dynamic ministry of the college chapel hour with
you. Each weekday pastors, missionaries, Bible Conference speakers
and laymen present fascinating insights from God's Word to our students and radio audience.
The exciting response of our radio audience has prompted us to
expand this ministry through the Chapel Cassette Club. Each month
the two best chapel messages will be selected, duplicated on cassette
tape and mailed to you postpaid.

The cost for 12 tapes-24 messages including postage-is just $35.00.
You may pay in one or two installments.

ITINERARIES
Rev. Paul Dixon, January 21 Grace Baptist Church, Lima OH, 28
Good News Baptist Church, Churubusco IN; February 2-3 Southern
Association of Regular Baptist Churches, Hillsdale MI, 4 Cascades Baptist Church, Jackson MI, 11 Madeira Baptist Church, Cincinnati OH, 18
Marietta Bible Center, Marietta OH, 21-23 Bible Conference, Grand
Rapids Baptist College & Seminary, Grand Rapids Ml, 25 Canton Baptist Temple, Canton OH; March 3 Indiana College Day, Bethesda Baptist Church, Brownsburg IN, 4 Heather Hills Baptist Church,
Indianapolis IN (a.m.), Bethesda Baptist Church, Brownsburg IN (p.m.),
8-10 Michigan State Teen Bible Conference, Flint Ml, 11 Berean Baptist Church, Portage MI, 18 Airport Baptist Church, Des Moines IA, 2325 Valley Baptist Church, Minneapolis MN.

Free bonus for first subscribers -If you subscribe before March
1st you will receive a cassette recording of the address presented at Dr. Paul Dixon's inauguration as President of Cedarville College.
D Enclosed is the entire annual subscription amount of $35.00
D Enclosed is the first installment ($17.50) of the annual subscription. (I will be
billed later for the second installment of $17.50)
Name
Address

Dr. James T. Jeremiah, January 21-24 Faith Baptist Church, Vero
Beach FL, 28-31 Grace Baptist Church, Fort Lauderdale FL; February
4-7 First Baptist Church, North Port FL, 9-11 Bethel Baptist Church,
Cherry Hill NJ, 18-21 Berea Baptist Church, Melbourne FL; March 4-7
Mayflower Baptist Church, South Bend IN, 11-21 Tour to Israel and
Switzerland, 25 Stanford Heights Baptist Church, Schenectady NY, 2730 Word of Life Bible Institute, Schroon Lake NY.

State
Mail to: Christian Education Publications, Box 601,
Cedarville, OH 453 14

Zip _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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DR. PAUL DIXON'S

Dr. Paul Dixon was inaugurated as
the eighth president of Cedarville
College during the annual
Homecoming weekend this past
October 21st. Presidents and
representatives of 26 colleges and
universities from across the country
attended the day's activities, which
included an Inaugural Luncheon.
The following are excerpts from the
remarks made during the Inaugural
Convocation.

DR. JOSEPH STOWELL
Dr. Stowell is National Representative of the
General Association of Regular Baptist
Churches and spoke on the legacy and
background of Cedarville College.

" . . . [0 ]ur spiritual forefathers were
men of deep and strong conviction
and they came into these prairie lands
with their Bibles and a strong belief in
heart, and established churches .
. . . There were three things
that characterized them that have
characterized our Regular Baptist
movement. First of all, t,hey were Bible
preachers. Secondly, they manifest a
warm and wonderful evangelistic
fervor and zeal. And, finally, they had
a great heart for Christian
missions ... to spread the gospel
around the world . . .. Cedarville
College was born with that kind of a
background, and has kept and
maintained it to this very hour."
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INAUGURATION
DR. THOMAS YOUNGER
Dr. Younger is president of Western Baptist
Bible College and delivered a challenge
to the college.
1

"John Baily once said 'the bit of the
road that most requires to be
illuminated is the point where it forks.'
Cedarville is at that fork in the road,
not to choose another purpose, but
rather another leader. . . .
"What God requires, no leader
does alone. We must join and be
charged anew with a commitment to
scholarship, the reason why we are
here; to God, Whom we serve; to one
another, as leaders together; to the
world of people, who need Christ;
and to Dr. Paul Dixon, God's choice
man for this hour."

DR. WARREN WIERSBE
Dr. Wiersbe is Senior Pastor of the Moody
Church in Chicago. He gaue a challenge to the
president.

"Until you have been there, you
can never know the loneliness of
leadership. A leader is surrounded by
a staff; a leader is surrounded by
people who love him, who wish him
well, who pray for him. There is a wide
community of Christians who want to
see him succeed. But in spite of this,
there is a loneliness to leadership.
The loneliness of being
misunderstood; the loneliness of
criticism; the loneliness of having a
vision that some other people don't
have; the loneliness of stepping out by
faith when others want conformity."

PRESIDENT PAUL DIXON
"I accept this office with gratitude
for the confidence placed in me, and
with a great sense of responsibility ... .
" ... A commitment has been
placed into my hands that is most
serious. In tum, I have made a
commitment to our faithful trustees
that their work of these many years
has not been in vain. We will continue
to stand upon the inerrant Word of
God and make it our chief objective
to train the young people to
communicate that Word to the
World .... "
Opposite Below: Special recognition was given to
Pastor Joseph Weah , an alumnus of the college
whose church in Monrovia, Liberia raised the money
necessary to send him to the Inaugural activities. He
is being greeted by President and Mrs. Dixon.
Opposite Above: Dr. Dixon is introduced by the
President of the co.llege's Board of Trustees, J. Dale
Murphy.
Above: Dr. Dixon delivering his acceptance speech.
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A Question of Values
James R. Biddle

.f\

loss of courage may be the
most striking feature which an outside
observer notices in the West in our
days." With these words, the Russian
exile Alexander Solzhenitsyn began
his insightful 1978 commencement
speech at Harvard University. Four
years after his expulsion from the
Soviet Union, Solzhenitsyn sadly
concluded that "spiritual exhaustion"
marks the Western world.
Nowhere is this "loss of courage"
and "spiritual exhaustion" more
clearly manifest than in our public
schools. In denying that "the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge," modem public schools
unwittingly have discovered that "the
fear of man is the end of knowledge."
Whatever public schools are doing, it
is clear that most have produced
young people with neither spiritual
fortitude nor academic prowess.
Of course, the contemporary

educational goal of "life adjustment"
is hardly one which can catalyze
spiritual vitality or academic
excellence. Adjustment to "what is"
has rendered excellence an oddity
and courage an affront.
Though not perfect, an alternative
school movement has been
developing which has not been
enamored with the objective of
adjustment to life, but rather
preparation for everlasting life. It has
taken "man in the now" out of the
pivotal center of public education and
replaced him with "Christ in the
forever" . In focusing upon Christ, the
Christian school endeavors to
complement and extend the
education started by a Christian
home and church.
Education is inescapably a moral
endeavor, for each aspect of the
educational process-selecting goals,
teachers, methods, content, and
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experiences-involves value laden,
moral choices. For example, to
include sex education and exclude
Latin is to value one above the other.
Furthermore, we even reserve the
term "education" for positive learning
experiences. One rarely would say
"Joe was educated to steal." Instead,
we would normally say "Joe was
trained, or he learned to steal." In
other words, "educate" is usually
applied to learning which is socially
valued. One of the clearest
indications of any culture's ultimate
values is its educational objectives.
For instance, ancient Sparta did not
adopt the educational system of
Athens for one simple reason:
Athen's values did not promote
Sparta's objectives. Because values
(scriptural or unscriptural) are at its
base, education initiates children into
a particular way of life. This becomes
a crucial point for parents to consider.
I became sensitive to this as a
fledgling assistant principal of a
Christian school as I sat in the back of
the church sanctuary for the opening
chapel period. The pastor was
emphasizing how the children were to
act in God's house; everyone listened
attentively. Suddenly a frail little
kindergartener realized that her
mother was gone, leaving her alone,
surrounded by strange people. This
realization brought tears to her eyes
and bellows from her lungs. Since I
was the only one with nothing to do,
she was brought back to me and
perched on my lap. In spite of my
consolations, she soon quieted down
and with half an ear toward the
pastor's talk, she looked up and
asked: "When's God coming out?"
Stunned by this five year old literalist, I
"alertly" said: "What?" She repeated,
"When's God coming out?" I surely
gave her the blankest look that has
ever come from one human being to
another. To this day, I cannot recount
my reply to her, but I continually ask
myself "When's God coming out-in
my life, in my teaching, in my every
word and deed?" When does God
come out in a child's day at public
· school? "When IS God coming out?"
As a book's Table of Contents and
Introduction reveal an author's
purpose, so a public school reflects a
society's conception of the "good
life". Indeed, a school's curriculum is
its Table of Contents and
Introduction to life. Contemporary
society and its schools are quite

content to define the" good life" apart
from God. Whereas few public
educators explicitly deny God's
existence, many of them implicitly
teach that God is irrelevant to life,
unrelated to academics, and
indifferent to behavior; God is simply
unimportant. On the other hand, the
essence of Christian education is to
define life in terms of God, clarify
academics in light of the Word, and
mold behavior by submission to the
Holy Spirit. While God has been
taken out of secular education, He
comes out of Christian education.
In Leviticus 20:23 God gave His
people a command which has never
been revised or rescinded: "And ye
shall not walk in the manners of the
nation . . ."Moreover, in verse 26 God
explained why the lifestyle, traditions,
values, and thought processes of the
world are unacceptable: "And ye shall
be holy unto me: for I the Lord am
holy, and have severed you from
other people, that ye should be
mine." To remain in but not of the
world requires assessment of the
"manners" (lifestyle) of the world, for
that which is naturally valued by
society is likely to be of the world and
that which is considered wisdom by
this world is likely to be the truth of
God which has been changed into a
lie (Romans 1:21-25). Any system of
education seeking adjustment to this
life without analysis of it must be
viewed with suspicion.
Christian education seeks to

analyze and challenge the
contemporary conception of the
"good life." By teaching that God is
the source of Truth, Jesus is the
incarnation of Truth, the Holy Spirit is
the Spirit of Truth and the Scripture is
the Word of Truth, Christian
education asserts aggressively that
the godly life must replace the "good
life," for to assent to God's creation of
life is to affirm God's central role in
describing and prescribing life. As one
is challenged to employ the Word of
Truth as the ultimate criterion of life,
the subsequent, godly life transcends
the societal norms of today.
Alexander Solzhenitsyn spoke well
to his Harvard audience when he
asserted: "A loss of courage may be
the most striking featu re . . . in the
West in our days." And Christian
educators speak well when they
remind their students to "See to it that
no one takes you captive through
philosophy and empty deception,
according to the elementary
principles of the world rather than
according to Christ" (Col. 2:8,
NASB). Spiritual vitality and strength
of character belong to those who daily
consider Him "in whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and
knowledge" (Col. 2:3).

Dr. Biddle is ChaiITT1an of the
Department of Education at
Cedarville College.
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Back la the Basics
Allen L. Monroe

W hat is knowledge? What can
we know? How do we come to know
what we know? How do we know we
really know? What are the limits of
knowledge? These questions of
origin, processes and validation of
knowledge are the essence of that
study known as epistemology. The
answers to these and all questions
pertaining to knowledge ultimately
start with a proper understanding of
God and His creation. To the
Christian mind, knowledge is
impossible apart from the existence of
a personal-infinite God as revealed in
Scripture. It is only in the selfcontained trinity that we can have an
answer for what we know and how we
know.
The very heart of what a Christian
believes, what he accepts to be true,
the presupposition of Christianity
itself, rests on the fact that a personal
God has acted in history to reveal
Himself. That self-revelation has
come both in natural revelation (in
the created universe and His
providential care) and in special
revelation (by the Living Word, in and
through the written Word). Since
Scripture is God's voluntary selfrevelation, our knowledge of who the
Creator is and who we are must come
from this authoritative Word. Since all
knowledge begins with God and the
authority of His word, it follows that
the revelation must be selfauthenticating and self-attesting. The
Word carries within itself its own

validation since God is the only
adequate witness to Himself.
The charge will invariably be made
that we are engaged in circular
reasoning in that we believe Scripture
because it is true and we believe
something to be true because it is in
Scripture. However, circular
reasoning is the only reasoning that is
possible for finite man because we
either reason from God to God-given
and God-interpreted facts, or from
man to man-interpreted facts. We
either start with a self-contained God
who is dependent upon no one but
Himself or with an autonomous man
who is able to attain knowledge
independent of God's direction and
standards.
If we are to comprehend what man
can know, it is essential that we

understand the origin of knowledge,
which in turn demands a proper
concept of God's knowledge. There
are two levels of knowing just as there
are two levels of being. God's
knowledge is eternal, ultimate and
absolute; man's knowledge is
temporal, derivative and dependent.
God's knowledge of Himself and a//
other things is original and absolutely
comprehensive. God has never
learned anything because He has
always known everything there is to
know and therefore the existence of a
fact in the universe not known by God
is simply an impossibility. Unlike man,
God cannot grow in His knowledge
or develop in His being. His selfsufficiency precludes any growth or
change in any of His attributes (Psalm
102:26, 27).
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Because God created all things,
He must have known all things in all
possible and actual relationships prior
to their creation. Therefore, nothing
in this created universe can fall
outside of His plan and it is because of
His plan that all things actually are
what they are (Romans 9:16;
Ephesians 1:11; Philippians 2:13).
Since God has created all things for
Himself and directs them for His own
sovereign ends, all things, including
knowledge that any human being has
and possibly could have, must be
from God. He is the first and final
reference point for all knowledge.
Hence, any aspect of knowledge that
man has must of necessity be
derivative. Facts cannot come into
existence by themselves, or by chance,
but by God who is the source of
all possibility and of all actuality. If the
self-sufficient and self-explanatory
God were not the final reference
point in all human thought, God and
man would become partners in an
effort to explain a common
environment with common reason.
Facts would not be what they are in
the last analysis by virtue of the plan of
God; they would be partly that, and
they would partly exist in their own
power. As a result of this stance, the
human mind could conclude that it
need not subject itself to the
revelation of God as absolutely
authoritative. Men could defer, when
he so chose, to God as he would to
any expert who might have had
greater experience than himself, but
he would not have to make all
thought captive to the obedience of
Christ (II Corinthians 10:5).
If the origin of knowledge is God,
what then is the nature of knowledge
that man can have? When dealing
with the character of man's
knowledge, perhaps it would be
helpful if we delineated "knowing"
man into three states of
epistemological consciousness. The
first state, Adamic Consciousness,
does not exist in the present, but
could be found in Adam and Eve
prior to the Fall. Adam, although
finite , was created with the capacity to
comprehend His Creator and His
revelation. Originally, his finitude was
no burden to him; he freely accepted
his creaturehood and gladly
acknowledged his Creator. Because

Adam was not then a fallen creature,
it did not occur to him to doubt the
validity of his sense impressions or to
distrust whatever God said.
Satan, however, approached Eve
and raised an epistemological
question, "Yea, hath God said, Ye
shall not eat of every tree of the
garden" (Genesis 3: 1 )? In the
passage what was at stake? What was
the real issue? Food? Trees?
Freedom? No! What was in question
was the authority and integrity of the
Word of God. The issue was: Did God
speak the truth? Satan was telling ·
Adam that he had assumed the
absolute trustworthiness of God.
"Adam, how can you make so great
an assumption?" Satan was saying. ·
"Declare your epistemic
independence from God. You, too,
have being and meaning." Thus was
Adam induced to take divine
prerogatives in his own hand and to
establish his own cognitive and moral
order. All men since Adam have
sought to be autonomous and thus to
be their own lawgivers. Like Adam,
modern man attempts to know reality
apart from God.
Adam's epistemic choice moved
him from the state of Adamic
Consciousness to the second state,
Unregenerate Consciousness.
Scripture tells us that when Adam
broke the law of God, a profound
change took place in him which has
been passed on to all men. Instead of
being inherently receptive to the
revelation and law of God as the
norm for thought and behavior,
Adam's reason, will and affections
now sought to suppress that same law
and revelation (Romans 1:18-23). As
heir to Adam's fallen nature,
unregenerate man establishes
himself as Judge, denying overtly or
by implication God's sovereign
control. He considers his own
thoughts to be absolutely original and
declares his own interpretations to be
true.
The third state of consciousness,
Regenerate Consciousness, takes
place at conversion as the.intellect,
will and affections are renewed
(Colossians 3:10). By the renewing
work of the Holy Spirit, man's mind is,
in principle, returned to its Godcreated condition. The Christian
should be a "new man" having a

renewed mind, new commitments, a
new direction, a new Lord, and hence
new presuppositions in the world of
thought. The believers' thinking
ought to be rooted in Christ, "in
whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge" (Colossians
2:3) .
Thus, in defining the nature of
man's knowledge, we can see that our
very ability to conceptualize about
anything is impossible apart from
God and His Word. Just as we are
dependent upon God for our being,
we are dependent upon God for our
meaning and for our knowing.To the
regenerate man, knowing God or any
part of His creation is not a neutral
intellectual endeavor. Facts do not
speak for themselves; they are not
self-interpretive. All thinking is
based upon assumptions or
presuppositions about God, man and
society. We "fit" facts into or
intellectual framework and that
"system" determines what the facts
say. Therefore, when we endeavor to
take a neutral stance concerning what
we know we unwittingly and
unchristianly endorse assumptions
which are hostile to our faith. The
only way in which a "system" may be
constructed which will enable the
facts of life to speak the truth is for it to
be constructed from Scripture by men
who are in the state of Regenerate
Consciousness, which produces not
only new-birth conversion, but
epistemic conversion as well.
Dr. Monroe is a Professor in the
Department of Social Science at
Cedarville College.
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The Times
and the Seasons
Pat Landers Dixon

The aged women likewise, that
they be in behaviour as becometh
holiness, not false accusers, not
given to much wine, teachers of
good things; That they may teach
the young women . . . .
Titus 2:3, 4a

Women, we are teachers. Our
schools may not be in the red brick
building on the comer or on the
sprawling college campus in the next
town. The places of teaching are in
the home, the church and the
neighborhood. There are no set
hours of 8:00 until 3:00, no vacations
and no required undergraduate
degrees. But Titus does set forth
some very specific certification
requirements:
• that they be in behaviour as
becoming holiness, as worthy
of reverence,
• that they be not slanderers,
• that they be not enslaved to
much wine, and
• that they be teachers of good or
beautiful things.
This passage of scripture has been
a source of conviction and challenge
to my own life. For weeks, I've studied
it, prayed about it and talked about it.
Yet, I still have not actuated its
teaching.
Oh, yes, J'll count myself as one of
the "aged women." After all, there is
always someone younger than I who
needs teaching. We cannot use our
chronological ages as an escape from
this responsibility.
Could it be that our younger
women's homes and marriages are
not successful because we older

women have shirked our duty as
teachers to them? I say with a very
guilty feeling, "Yes."
Where do we start, ladies? I believe
the basis for our qualifications as
teachers lies in our relationship to the
Word of God. Titus says that we are to
be "teachers of good things." This
could only mean the beautiful truths
of the Scriptures. Every woman must
believe them for her life's faith , know
them for her life's walk and apply
them for life's testimony. May we
evaluate ourselves in regard to the
handling of the Holy Scriptures. We
cannot teach what we do not know.
As we study and apply the Word to
our daily lives, Titus' other biblical
requirements will be met. Our lifestyles will be demonstrations of
holiness. God's precepts will rule our
thoughts and guard our tongues. Of
course, in our Christian culture we
abstain from the use of wine. But is
there any habit enslaving us or
hindering us from our being wellequipped teachers? May we examine
our lives in these areas.
Once the certification
requirements are met with the Holy
Spirit's enablement, we begin our
"show and tell" experience. Our lifestyles must not negate our teaching.
The gospel we live should glorify our
Saviour and not be a cause of
blasphemy toward Him. May we
exemplify Titus' expectations of
"aged women."

I cannot share with you the
teaching methods of this course, for I
have not yet formally taught young
women in this "Titus-2-way." I pray,
by God's grace, that I have
demonstrated its truth in my life.
My prayer this day is that I may
become as the "aged woman" of
Titus 2, that I may not stop until a
course of study has been organized,
that I might involve others in being a
part of this teaching, and that His
truth living through me might instruct
younger women.
Will you be a teacher, too?

ATTENTION
PASTORS
Cedarville College has a
number of professors
who are also ordained.
Their academic backgrounds enable them to
present God's Word from
a variety of perspectives.
Contact the Speaker's
Bureau through the
Development Office ,
Cedarville College ,
Cedarville, Ohio 45314.
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acher Education
Dr. Tim F. La Haye says, " Some of the finest
teachers and administrators in our Christian
Unified School System have been graduates of
Cedarville College. They share our aggressively
Christian philosophy of education, are doctrinally
t rue to the Scriptures, live a separated life, seem
to be enthusiastic about training the next generation and identify with and participate in our
local church."
Quality teachers are always in short supply.
Competent, qualified and dedicated teachers
will always be in demand . All 1977-78 Cedarville
graduates seeking teaching positions were
placed. The College received a thousand
inquiries for teachers with only 100 graduates
in education.
WHY?

1. Experience and expertise of faculty-48%
hold earned doctorates
2. "Model education program for small
colleges in Ohio" (The Gourman Report,
"A Rating of American and I nternati on al
Universities")
3 . Biblical perspective in fill courses
4. Extensive field and student teaching
experience in public and Christian schools
5. Four year on-campus programs leading to
an accredited degree with full state certifi cation
6. Ohio teaching certificates in 20 separate areas
Don Higdon, Cedarville College Graduate
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